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advantages for his own country, at the expense of yours, greater
than she was capable of receiving c since the Revolution^ at least,
since the Union,' And so strongly impressed is this on the
public mind, that you, who shall on this night vote for the re-
jection of the Bill, will appear in the eyes of the Irish nation,
not only as men voting, in obedience to the British Minister,
against the voice of the people, but as men voting for an union
with England, by which this country is to be everlastingly
reduced to the state of an abject province.'

It is a very remarkable fact, that the Government speakers
never attempted to deny the repeated assertion of the Opposi-
tion, that Protestant opinion was in favour of emancipation, nor
did they endeavour to dispel the suspicion, which was spread-
ing fatally and rapidly, that the Government were steering their
bark through corruption, through revived religious animosities,
through almost certain rebellion, towards a legislative union.
Grattan skilfully availed himself of the resolution of the
Catholic Committee, declaring that they would rather forego
their emancipation than purchase it at the price of a legislative
union, as an additional argument in favour of the former. ' The
Eoman Catholic,' he said, c far from being dangerous, has borne
his testimony in favour of the institution of the Irish Parliament,
for he has resolved to relinquish his emancipation rather than
purchase his capacities by an union. He has said, let the
Catholic be free, but if his freedom is to be bought by the ex-
tinction of the Irish Parliament, we waive the privilege, and pray
for the Parliament.'

The speech of Grattan was on the whole hopeful, more hope-
ful than wisdom could justify. He accused the administration
of having begun a religious war in 1792, but he maintained
that they had wholly failed to produce any serious division in
Ireland. ' The Protestants of a number of the counties, of all
the great cities, and all the mercantile interests,' have petitioned
in favour of the Catholics. With the single exception of the
Corporation of Dublin, there had been no application against
them. Nothing prevents their success but the influence of the
Government. fc Catholic emancipation ceases to be a question
between the Irish Protestant and Catholic, and is now a
question between the Ministers of another country and the
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